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Press Release

October 24, 2025. Like many state and national cattle associations, the Arizona Cattle Growers' Association
(ACGA) is concerned about the recent comments by President Trump regarding the importation of
Argentinian beef as a means to reduce the price of beef. There are two core problems with his strategy.
First, this will do little to reduce beef prices for consumers because even if Argentinian beef imports were
doubled, it would still represent only a small fraction of overall imports so would not in effect reduce prices
at the grocery store, Secondly, government involvement in the free market never ends well and sets a
perilous precedent for all commodities. Qur country is based on the free market of goods and should not be

so directly manipulated.

ACGA is appreciative of Secretary Kennedy's focus on eliminating toxins and poor-quality foods from our
diets. Many of the foods Americans eat regularly have little nutritive value, yet they are very expensive.
When comparing food prices and value, it is important to use a consistent measurement. We calculated the
average price per pound of three types of common ultra-processed foods--chips, cookies and breakfast
cereal--which was $7.70. In the same grocery store, a pound of ground beef was $4.99. As to nutrition, there
really is no comparison. Obviously, snack foods are full of sugars, chemicals, and very few beneficial
nutrients, if any, whereas beef provides a main dish that is a nutrient-dense, low-calorie protein that is
extremely versatile. Ground beef is so popular because it is easy to use, economical and cross-cultural--
found in everything from tacos and spaghetti to kabobs and meat pies. As Americans turn to wholesome,
satisfying foods, it is not surprising that beef demand overall remains strong.

Since less than two percent of Americans are now involved in agriculture, it is also not surprising that

many people do not understand how their food is grown. It is true that food security is a matter of national
security, and ranchers find themselves at a tipping point if we are to continue to feed this nation. If
President Trump, Secretary Rollins and Secretary Kennedy want to secure and expand our beef supply they
should let the market take care of itself and instead focus on removing the barriers faced by many livestock
producers. These include opening more federal lands for permittees, reducing the regulatory burdens
ranchers face to make rangeland improvements such as water developments for cattle and wildlife,
providing programs for young people to get into production agriculture, overhauling federal land agency
procedures and addressing packer consolidation.

ACGA is proud to be part of the American beef industry, providing the safest and highest quality beef in the
world. A majority of ranches are family-owned and operated. We encourage President Trump to work with
ranching families to focus on these and other important issues that he can correct and improve to allow us
to build our businesses that continue the legacy of generations who have fed their own families and fellow
Americans.



